
For Release SUNDAY, JUFE 3, 1945. 

On the basis of its annual inventory of the nigratory waterfowl in the 
United States, the Fish md Wildlife Service of the Departnent of the Interior 
today estinated the population at 105,500,000. The 1945 estinate represents a 
decrease of approximately 2O,Cc1@,000 fron the 1944 figure, Dr. fra I?. Gabrielson, 
director of the Service reported to Secretary of the Interior Harold L. Ickes. 

Dr. Gabrielson said that the current estimate of the decline in the population 
of ducks, geese, md other migratory waterfowl* nay not be exact. He pointed out 
that the 1944 population may have been over-estimated, that the 194445 shooting 
season was the “most freakish in the acrnory cf the oldest hunters”, and that 
millions of ducks which nomally winter in the Un?.ted States nay have gone on south 
to iyiexico, Cuba, Hispaniola, or even Central American countries. 

Vhe fact renainsl’, Dr. Gabrielson said, “that on the basis of tabulations 
nade throughout the country by Fj,sh ar-d Wildlife Service biologists, gme nanage- 
ment agents , and refuge nanagers, aided by state gme wardens, and personnel fron 
mny other f edema and state agencies, the total breeding population of ducks end 
geese is estimated at about 105,5OC,OOC.~ 

During the 194Pr45 shooting season, he declared, $n many parts of the country 
the birds, dolpyod in Canada by mild weather and plenty of food, were nearly a 
month later Sone fmous duck areas, particularly on the Atlantic Coast, never did 
get a good flight, In others, as in parts of the Great Plaias area, the supply of 
birds was the best in two or three decades. 

“Abundance of food and water throughout nest of the parts of the country 
undoubtedly resulted in an ~~~usuplly tide dispersals, Dr. Gabrielson said, “and 
this my have resulted in a substantial number of birds being overlooked in the 
inventory. In general, however, the Fish and FtildU,fe Service tabulators and their 
assistants obtained aa approxinntely norml coverage, Every important wintering 
ground was covered by air; chiefly through the cooperation of the Coast Guard, 
Naval Air Service, and the &my Air Ji’orces.” 

On the basis of the four great flyway systems, the losses in population show 
up alnost entirely in the @.lantio and Mississippi ro$lone, as increases were 
recorded for both the Central and Pacific flyways. 

“In all flyweys there is evidence that we nust watch the status of sane 
species such as the Redhead, Lesser Scaup, 
Gabrielson declmed. “A few spocioe 

Ruddy Duck, and Canada Goose, Dr. 
, among them the Gadwall, Baldpate, Pintail, 

Green-winged Teal, and the Snow and WhitoTfronted Geese, registered gains through- 
mt the country. 
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*The news that the number of ducks and geese has declined is somewhat d+ 
turbing”, Dr. Gabrielson said, “but we do not regard it a8 alarmin& Condi tlons 
on the breeding! gromds last summer were good so that we were expecting W ipcreass 
in the population. We may have over-estimated then and we may be unde*estimatiP 
now and, as P have pointed out* large qumbers of the ducks may h+ve wintered south- 
of the United States. In sny ?vent, if coqd$t$ons on the breeding groUn!%, * -i 
good this Sumner, we hope that there will be a full recovery in numbers.!’ :, 
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